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F.R. Varley Associates Ltd.
Craven District Council Offices, Granville Street, Skipton.

Brief

Following our inspection of the Craven District Council Offices, Granville Street, Skipton, on the 1 St November 1999, we were requested by Mr. Mark Wilson to re​inspect the building and comment on any deterioration of the structure.

Description

The building, which was constructed in 1964, comprises of a steel frame clad with stone-faced cavity walls on the gables and up to ground floor level on the front and rear elevations. Above ground floor level the front rear elevations have precast concrete cladding panels covering the steel columns and beams with windows in between.

Inspection

Reference was made to our previous report during our inspection and comparisons made.

Our original inspection noted cracking to walls around the stair well, these cracks have been strapped in accordance with our recommendations and no further movement has occurred.

Minor cracks were noted in the concrete casing to some of the steel beams supporting the ground floor. The nature of these cracks is unchanged from our original report.

Regarding the pre-cast concrete cladding panels - little change has occurred in the condition of these panels since our original report. However, it was noted that none of the remedial or maintenance works described in our report has been carried out.
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Several cladding panels were removed in order to inspect the condition of the joints in the steel columns. The joints varied in condition some been only slightly effected by rust whilst others were very badly pitted (see attached photographs 2 to 4).

Conclusions and Recommendations

No further remedial works are required to the walls around the stairwell.

Our comments regarding the cracks in the ground floor beams remain as our original report. We consider these cracks are more likely due to thermal and not structural movement, therefore no remedial works are necessary at this time.

Similarly are comments regarding the concrete cladding panels remain unchanged. i.e. maintain on a regular basis to ensure all joints are kept watertight.

With reference to the corroded joints in the steel columns we would comment as follows:​
The amount of corrosion varies from joint to joint across the building presumably due to the fact that different areas have been effected differently by water ingress.

We did not include an inspection of the column joints in our previous report, the previous inspection being carried out by the Council's own in-house Engineer.

However, in the worst situation, exposed, approximately 30% of the outer column flange had eroded. It is, therefore, our considered opinion that these joints are in need of attention.

At the present time the joints could be repaired extending the life of the building considerably. But if left untreated for any length of time they will be beyond repair and the building will become unsafe.
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In order to repair these joints it will be necessary to remove all the vertical concrete cladding panels to expose the steel. Joints would then need to be shot blasted to remove all rust and the worst effected joints repaired by welding on steel cover plates. After the completion of the repairs the faces of the columns should be painted with two coats of a bituminous paint prior to re-cladding.

In order to ensure the structural integrity of the building is maintained. It is our considered opinion that remedial works should be carried out within the next two years.

J.T.Mayes C. Eng. M. I. Struct. E. Chartered Structural Engineer
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