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EXEMPT MINUTE
Craven District Council


APPENDIX

COUNCIL MEETING
29TH October 2008
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
Resolved – That, in accordance with the Council’s Access to Information Procedure Rules, the public is excluded for the purposes of Minute $CL.464 below (marked $) on the grounds that it is not in the public interest to disclose the Category 3 exempt information (relates to the financial or business affairs of any particular person).
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 16.5, Councillor Ireton asked that his vote against the above motion should be recorded.

	$CL.464
	NEW COUNCIL OFFICE ACCOMMODATION


The Interim Chief Executive and Strategic Director (Community Services) submitted a report listing the options available for the Council’s future office accommodation.

The Interim Chief Executive introduced the item explaining that options were still subject to competitive negotiation, hence the need for confidentiality.  The report gave information about available resources and estimated costs of five options.  A seminar had been held for Members on 28th October and this was repeated by the Strategic Director (Community Services) at this meeting for those who had not seen it.
Following the presentation, the Leader of the Council, referred to members to a document that had been circulated setting out a proposed order of motions for the debate.  First of all, he proposed, and it was seconded “That, based upon the current information about the existing Granville Street Offices, Skipton the Council’s preference is to vacate those Offices and seek new offices elsewhere in Skipton, with a view to eventually disposing of the Granville Street site for housing.”.
During the debate which followed, the Leader, with the agreement of the seconder, responded to requests and altered the motion by deleting the words “with a view to eventually” and adding at the end the words “as appropriate to market conditions”.

At the completion of the debate, a vote was taken on the altered motion, which was declared carried.
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 16.5, Councillor Ireton asked that his vote against the above motion should be recorded.

The Leader of the Council then proposed a second motion to be added to the original motion, and it was seconded “That, in principle the Council expresses a preference for Option 2 in the report now submitted, which is to use accommodation at Belle Vue Mills, Skipton for replacement offices, and authorises the Chief Executive to undertake negotiations, in conjunction with North Yorkshire County Council, subject to:

· A maximum capital cost to CDC not exceeding the capital resources available of £4.09m, based upon a capitalised long lease of 30 or 999 years, and including all fees, fit out, furnishings and ICT infrastructure costs; funded as follows:

	Receipts
	£

	Capital Reserve (pensions)*
	1,260,000

	Capital Reserve (Implementing Electronic Government - IEG)*
	   668,000

	Capital Reserve (vehicles)*
	   198,000 

	Capital receipt c/fwd from 2007/8
	   264,000

	Future capital receipt – sale of land at Granville Street (or part of the capital receipt from the Skipton Developments scheme, should this proceed)
	1,700,000

	Total
	£4,090,000


(* Verified by Statutory Officers that these can be used for this purpose.)

· No borrowing being allocated to this project in view of the Council’s adverse revenue position, unless temporary facilities are required pending a capital receipt;

· An agreed sharing arrangement with the County Council, as set out in the report submitted at this meeting;

· Further negotiation of the lease charge to achieve the optimum financial package in terms of risk and value for CDC and the County Council, in light of current economic conditions;

· A full review of the CDC capital programme for 2008/9 to 2011/12 to ensure that essential schemes are not compromised by this project; and

· A further report on these issues to the Council Meeting on 9th December 2008, in order that lease negotiations can be finalised 

During the debate which followed, the Leader, with the agreement of the seconder, responded to  requests and altered the motion by adding at the following additional bullet point next to the end:

· “reviewing potential car parking needs and the introduction of flexible working policies, including discussions with staff representatives, with an early report back to Members;”
At the completion of the debate, a vote was taken on the altered motion, which was declared carried.
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 16.5, Councillor Polly English asked that her vote against the second motion should be recorded.

Resolved – (1) That, based upon the current information about the existing Granville Street Offices, Skipton the Council’s preference is to vacate those Offices and seek new offices elsewhere in Skipton, disposing of the Granville Street site for housing as appropriate to market conditions.
(2) That, in principle the Council expresses a preference for Option 2 in the report now submitted, which is to use accommodation at Belle Vue Mills, Skipton for replacement offices, and authorises the Chief Executive to undertake negotiations, in conjunction with North Yorkshire County Council, subject to:

· A maximum capital cost to CDC not exceeding the capital resources available of £4.09m, based upon a capitalised long lease of 30 or 999 years, and including all fees, fit out, furnishings and ICT infrastructure costs; funded as follows:

	Receipts
	£

	Capital Reserve (pensions)*
	1,260,000

	Capital Reserve (Implementing Electronic Government - IEG)*
	   668,000

	Capital Reserve (vehicles)*
	   198,000 

	Capital receipt c/fwd from 2007/8
	   264,000

	Future capital receipt – sale of land at Granville Street (or part of the capital receipt from the Skipton Developments scheme, should this proceed)
	1,700,000

	Total
	4,090,000


(* Verified by Statutory Officers that these can be used for this purpose.)

· No borrowing being allocated to this project in view of the Council’s adverse revenue position, unless temporary facilities are required pending a capital receipt;

· An agreed sharing arrangement with the County Council, as set out in the report submitted at this meeting;

· Further negotiation of the lease charge to achieve the optimum financial package in terms of risk and value for CDC and the County Council, in light of current economic conditions;

· A full review of the CDC capital programme for 2008/9 to 2011/12 to ensure that essential schemes are not compromised by this project; 

· Reviewing potential car parking needs and the introduction of flexible working policies, including discussions with staff representatives, with an early report back to Members; and

· A further report on these issues to the Council Meeting on 9th December 2008, in order that lease negotiations can be finalised 

(Councillor Solloway declared a personal interest as an employee of Craven College.  Councillor Wheeler declared a personal interest as a governor of Craven College.  Both Councillors added that, if specific discussion arose in relation to the College, they would declare prejudicial interests and leave the meeting room, but this did not happen.)

END.
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